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On 15 September 1953, source learned | | 25X1
that Ulbricht had teen considered since 17 June as & man of no conse-

quence. Ulbricht was given to understand this situation when he rroriet

on the causes of the 17 June riots in Moscow. Sovrce's inforreni voicesd

the opinion that the Soviets would retain Ulbricht for another six montds

80 as nol to compromise themselves in the eyes of the "reactionary" pupu
lstion. Dut in the spring of 1954 at the latest, he would te pushed :nt.

the tackgrourd, released from his government office and Le restricted ic

party functions after ihe Hungarian pattern. It was not ruled out in we:l
informed circies that Ultricht might end by suicide or die of some 311-

ngss or from the consequences of & traffic accident. He wag devoid of 8y
influence already now. The Soviets induced him to perform an act of sel .
criticiam in his concluding speech at the 15th Conference of the ED Cerire!
Committes, in which he admitted that he was principelly to blame for the
:nistzkes mede and the tendency touward replacing co!isctive leadersuip b, s
direct authority. After his first contereuces with the uoviets, Ulbrich' had
been rather timid, had not displayed his former ruthlessness and of ter aupearaed
pale as death at his office in the Heus der Einheit. It was only in the course
o” the recont weeks that Ulbricit tried to reestablish his previous

orestige and standing at the 37 Central domittee by threats and

references to the fute of Zaisser and Herrnstadt-

“ource illjustrated Jlbrichi's position by referrin: to an excnan -

of views which took place in Ultricht's bureau in early Septemter, 1n th:-
presence of Rudi Eleyel, who is attached to th~ Cedra-West Depsrtment of tre
SED Central Cormittee, and Anton Plenikowski, chief of the Lepartment -.f state
Adrinistration, At this meeting, the situation of the East Gerran farme. s was
discusced. Eleyel was to report on Western stetistics on the numter of ‘armers
Who had fled to the West prior to late 1952. The problem involved the s:ivation
of some thousand farmsteads which had teen atendoned. In the ~>urse of “he
subsequent discussion Ultricht was reminded of the fact thet i% was not <he
mnzinns .o had pressed for the collectivization of East German fermers
*arly A% 1952, Ultricht was told thet it was due to his influence that this
detrirental measure was teken and that in taking this line he had not refreined
from falsifying facts. For instance he had pointed out that farrers thes
selves were, sllegedly, convinced thst small ferms were uneconomical. Uitricht
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a5 blamed for having aisled the Russigns to believe that the

East German farmers wented collective farnang. lle was reprosched wikh
having done this beccuse re wanted o te considered og “'.o boiider «of
socialisn in Zast Gerrt.ay. Those present in Ultrichi's aofrice deranded
energetic ressures to eliminete the grievences of the farmers. vhen

such reasures were discussed Ulbricht repeatedly interrupted wre .:wakars
end tried to rale the conferees resrorsible for the ristikes Wb ict had
teen made, He slso pointed out that &1 those present hed previ~as Ly
agreed with the ressures suggested Ly him. Vhen he sttacked lleyel wr.i
reproached hir with his poor tectics wgeinst Vester: propepends and
pclicy, Fleyel rose end said thet he wes going to ieave the roonm bLecause
these reprusches were unjustified. ‘hen he wes going to the door, Y.
tricht stepped in his way saying thet he would not stend such tebav.ov—.
Thereupon Eleyel pushed him aside exmd seids "It was norody itut you e -
landed us in this plight, end it wes your darmed smtition. It is your
guilt that the 150,000 farrers ren svey." Ullriecht becane angry, souvadad
the bell for his paersonsl Referent Lo core, &nd threatened Ileyel thet Ls
would liquldate him tecause he was fed up with this situstion. Plenilowski
sgked Ulbricht's personal Referant to leave the room rnd told Uliricht in
a very quiet voice: *Listen, if you vent to liguidate trhis men {rointing
to fleyel),we will not put up with this and we will see to it thei y_ .-
career comes tc an end. You ere perfectly asware of this di tuatinr. te
steady, a1l of you,and if Pleyel wants to go thet is his effeir " There-
upon Ilsyel left the room.
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